
Operation M'ajormay
be a"breach' of law'
A THAMES VALLEY POLICE
officer is to be investigated for al-
leged fabrication of evidence in
connection with the force's well-
publicised 'Operation Major'
against social security Claimants on
2 September, At the centre of the '
row is a statement obtained by the
Oxford Claimants Defence Com-
mittee which, they say, shows that
evidence against the 170 de-
fendants in the case is being
'manufactured'. In court, the wit-
ness was unable to remember
many details in his statement.
, The statement concerned pur-
ports to be "made by an Oxford
landlord, Mr Jeremiah Cronin,
who runs a .boarding house' chain.
An ,OXford Detective Constable
signed the statement as evidence
that he had taken it and witnessed
Cronin's signature. But Cronin
had· not 'signed the statement; it
had actually been drafted and
typed by the police, and was sent
by post to the landlord for him to
sign. '

Oxford solicitors, who have al-
ready complained about earlier
breaches of court procedure dur-
ing the operation, have been dis-
turbed by the way in which evi-
dence lias been prepared against
the claimants. The statement ob-
tained by the Defence Committee
was in fact a pro forma which has
been used" in evidence against
many of the defendants. In it, Cro-
nin describes the arrangements at
four houses he owns in which,
according to the statement, up to .-
75 people are accommodated'
every night. A blank space is left
in the witness's statement for the
police to fill in names and dates of ,
people who were alleged to be de-
frauding the DHSS by claiming to
be paying Cronin for accommoda-
tion. ' I

During one of the. cases Heard
on Tuesday this week, Mr Cronin
was unable to recall many details
of his pro forma statement, and
retracted two statements in 'it.
Even after prompting, he could ,
not remember how many places he
'had said he had in his houses, or
give the details of accommodation
arrangements for individual de-'
fendants which he had outlined in
his many statements to police.

The conduct of Operation
Major is to be debated by the
.Thames Valley 'Police Authority
today (Friday). Mr Julian Jacco-
tet, an Oxfordshire Councillor and
Police Authority member, says
that the whole affair was 'a 'fla-
grant breach of law and proper
procedure': Most of the de-
fendants were remanded in cus-
tody after being arrested and held
at night in anOxford school which
had been converted into a fake
DHSS office for the occasion. Al-
though an impromptu magistrates'
court was held to remand the de-
.fendants at the school, neither the

I

Court Duty Solicitors, nor the
Oxfordshire Probation Service
were notified about, the planned
arrests, and members of both
groups have publicly condemned
the police for their conduct. ,
. .Both Mr Cronin and another
landlord were questioned' by the

,police during the investigation.
According to his own evidence,
Mr Cronin could receive over
£160,000 a 'year from the DHSS
for providing bed and breakfast
accommodation In return for
DHSS vouchers - worth £6 a
night.

Thames Valley Police Deputy
Chief Constable Leslie Emmett
said on Tuesday that he was asking
on his own initiative for an outside
police force, to investigate the ac-
cusation of fabricated evidence in
connection with the statement. A
report would go. to the Director of
Public Prosecutions, he said.. 0
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